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So is he that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, aud is not 
Rich towards God. 


ö HE whole Context, taking it up at the Fifteenth 

Verſe, runs thus: And be ſaid unto them, Tale heed 
| aud beware of Covetouſneſs : For a Man's Life con- 
fiſtetb not in the abundance of the things that be poſſeſſet b. And 
he ſpake a Parable unto them, ſaying, The Ground of a certain 
Rich Man brought forth plentifully. And be thought within 
bimſelf, ſaying, What ſhall T do, becauſe I have no Room to 
beſtow my Fruits ? And he ſaid, This will I ds : I will pull 
down my Barns, and build greater; and there will Theftow all 


”m Fruits and my Goods. Ad will [ay fo my Sou Soul, | 


thou haſt much Goods laid up for many years; take thine oaſe, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, 
this Night thy Soul ſhall be required of thee : Then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided? So is be that layeth 
up Treaſure for bimſelf, and is net rich towards Ged. In 
which Paſſage ourSaviour's main deſign 5 to be to lay in 
a Caution againſt Covetouſneſs, or worldlineſs of Mind; al- 
ledging, as a ſufficient Reaſon againſt it, that a Man depends 
not, either for his being, or well-being, upon the Superfluity 
of his Riches. And to give Life to this Reaſon by Exam- 
ple, he propoſes by way of Parable, a very extraordinary 
Caſe of a Rich Man growing ſtill richer and richer, even to 
Satiety : Inſomuch that his very abundance became a Burden 
tohim, and he was at a loſs how to beſtow the huge Maſs of 
Wealth that be had got together. M laſt he wiſely, as he thinks, 
reſolves to enlarge his Barn and - Sfore-houſes, and provide 
himſelf of all Conveniencies q and | that thought he 
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gives his Soul a Aue, from 70 Cares, and promiſes himſelf 
many a fair year to come, and all jocund and pleaſurable 
Heart could wiſh.. In the mean while he made little reckon- 
ing of the uncertainty of Life. little did he conſider, ( that if 
= had fo Fades 74 he muſt yield it up before the nexr 27 
dawn'd, and leave his much; beloved e to by poſleſs'd 
and enjoy'd by another, 

And becauſe this is a thing that may happen at any time, 
and for ſome ſpecial Reaſons of Providence is but too likel 
to happen to thoſe that doat immoderately upon the Word 
our Saviour makes a general Application of it in the Woes 
of the Text: So #5 4 that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and 
is not rich towards God, i, e. So in ſome degree, is it like to 
fare with all thoſe: that ſer their Heart upon Riches, and pur 
their truſt in them ; but take no care to make that wiſe uſe of 
them, which would procure 4 laſting Intereſt in God's Fa- 
vour; which is more precious than whole Heaps of Gold and 
Rubies. And this is experimentally true: For tho the Fate 
of ſuch Worldly- minded Men is not always a ſudden and un- 
expected Death, yet their hopes, let things go how they 


vill, vaniſh flll in Diſappointment, and end in Miſery, 


From the Words thus explain'd and apply'd I find ground 
to raiſe theſe Two Obſervations, which ſhall be the Subject 
of my following Diſcourſe, wiz. 

I. That a greedy Deſire of Riches, and a fond Reliance 
upon them, is the moſt wretched kind of F olly and Improvi- 
dence, And, 

II. On the contrary, Thu the beſt Enjoyment, and wi- 
ſeſt Improvement of our worldly Wealth, is to be rich to- 
wards God; that 1 is, ſo to uſe and employ whor we have, as 
recommend our ſelves to his Renediehion and Favour therey 

7 

J. My Firſt Obſervation it, That a greedy Deſire of 
Riches, and a fond Reliance upon them, is the moſt wretch- 
ed kind of Folly and Improvidence, And this we ſhall q 
exactly verify'd in the worldly-minded Man, thro* every 


Stage that he £7 5 Whether we conſider him as buſied in 


getting of Wealth, or yainly uſiog it; or ſummon'd une 
A 2 willingly 


willingly to leave it; or finally to render Account of it. 
J LAT e 

Firſt, If we conſider him whilſt he is buſied in getting of 
Wealth, we find him perpetually full of anxious Cares and 
infinite Troubles, fatigu'd with conſtant Labours, entring 
into various Projects, and following every purſuit where the 
' Scent of Profit leads; without 2 himſelf any reſt by 
j Day, hardly any ſleep by Night. And to what purpoſe all 
| this? Only to make himſelf very rich. And why that? On- 

| ty in order to be ſtill richer. For he knows not how to ſet 

| Bounds to the Darling "Paſſion that he ſo much indulges. | 
Other Appetites, tho very keen and craving, may eaſily be 
| appeas'd: Our Hunger with a full Meal; our Thirſt with a 
Arge Draught: But the Man that hungers and thirſts after 
Riches cannot take his fill of them. This Appetite, the 
more it is fed, the more greedy and voracious it grows; cry- 
ing our ſtill, give, give, ſwallowing all like the Grave, but 
never to be ſatisfied. So that it may well be ſaid of the hun- 

- gry Worldling, as Abigail did of the Churl her Husband, 
Nabal is his Name, and Folly is with him. [I Sam. 25. 25 
For tho? it is his eager deſite, and whole. ſtudy to be very rich, 
yet he can never find in his Heart to think himſelf rich enough: 
He will fill” be poor in Opinion, and therefore miſerable in 
Reality, So vain is all his Labour, ſo endleſs is his drud- 


— — — — ——— ——— ——— 
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„ 1 | 
gad, theres 'ahottie Snare that lyes full in the way of 
him that 41] be rich, LI, Tim. 6. g.] and often ſtops him in 
| his Progtefs, and diſappoints him of his end; upon which 
| his Eye is fo earneffly fix'8, and his Heart fo entirely bent, 

that he is little ſcrupuldus about the means, if by any means 

he can but hope to compalſs'it. „ 
This it is that makes him ſo apt to betake himſelf to the 
wretched Arts of Extortion and Oppreſſion, and all manner 
of Injuſtice and Cruelty : This he fooliſhly imagines to be the 

| ſhorteſt Cut to « great Eſtate, never conſidering with all his 

Cunning, that the Curſe of God is ſtill hovering over him, 

and ready to purſue hitn to his deſtruction, in bis Bas bet and in 
Bis Store, in the Fruit of his Body, and the Fruit of bis Land * 
| N the 
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he is making over-much haſte to be Rich, Poverty ſtealeth 
after him, and cometh upon bim as an armed Man, and ſtrip- 
peth him of all the Booty: He in fort d to part with it him- 
ſelf, or elſe to leave it to his Heir, with à heavy Curſe entai- 
led along with it. So improvident and prepoſterous is this 
wicked Method of growing Riel)! 

| Secondly, If we take a view df ihe Worldling whilſt he 


able to the ſame Imparation.' 0 Whilltthe is uſing his wealth, 


did I ay? That poſſibly. may be put ie Caſe more favoura- 
bly than he deſer yes. For perhaps he is barely the Poſſeſſor 
of it, or rather the or the) watcher over it; perhaps 
he has not the Heart to uſe it at all: ¶Eor this is an unnatural 
Sympton that frequently attend: thoſu who are the moſt im- 
moderate Lovers of ii Very unaarurat ſure! for our other 
Appetites ſerve to put us in mind of providing for the Neceſſi - 
ties of Nature: The Senſe of Hunger and of Cold: do natu- 
rally prompt us to ſeek for Food and Raiment. But, in this 


| Starveling Diſeaſe of the Mind, the Min ſuffers all the Pain 
x of. eager Deſire, without applying the proper Relief, even 


when he has it in his Power, Heis inſatiably greedy of Mo- 
ney, whoſe whole value conſiſts in uſing, and yet he cannot 
endure to make uſe of it when be has it: He Poverty 
of all things, and yet he chooſes to be poor in the midſt of 
Plenty; which is certainly a moſt extravagant Folly, or ra- 
ther a Frenzy, much like that which the Phyſicians call Hydro- 
phobia, that makes People afraid of touching the Water, even 


when they moſt paſſionately thirſt: after it. And yet this it 
an Evil (as Solomon ſays,) that is common among Men: A 
* Man to whom God hath given Riches, Wealth, and Honour, 
ſo that be wanteth nothing for his Soul of all that he deſireth, 

yet God givet h bim not Power to eat thereof, but a' Stranger 


eatethit: This is Vanity, and it is an Evil Diſeaſe. LEccleſ. 
008-57. 4 | 2 
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. ) 37x. 
rhe Encreaſe of his Kine, and the Floeks of bir Sheep,” and in all 
that be ſets his Hand unto. [Deut- 28. 17.1: Thus, whilſt 
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| © But, to leave the Miſer that loves only to fit brooding 
over his uſeleſs Pelf, ler us conſider him that runs into the other 

| Extream, and makes a vain and prodigal Uſe obit;conſuming it 
upon his Luſts, in all manner of Licentious and Riotous Li- 
| ving; of, at beſt, gratifying the Senſes in a more refin'd way il 
| of Voluptuouſneſs, with all the Pomp and Splendour of Life, 
and all che Delicacies of Art and Nature; Magnificent Build- I 
ings, Sumptuous Feaſtings, Muſick and Dancing, and what - 
l ever elſe is moſt exquiſnely delightful in its Kind. Now it 
| muſt be ſaid of the Man that devotes hitnſelf to this kind of i 
. ite, and defires to malte nu other uſe of his Time or Mony, 
a he t too improvident and negligent of both: For cer- | 
tainly a good Part of both might be imploy'd to much bet- 
ter Advantage, as will be ſeen by and by.” | 
| In the mean time, amidſt all theſe agreeable Amuſements 
and Entertainments, ſome Deſilement (more or lefs) will be 
contracted; the Affections will be drawn away, the 'Thougbes ll © 
tos much diverted, that Seriouſneſs and Compoſedneſs which . 
] 
; 
n 
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Religion requires ſcatteł d: and, whilſt the outward Senſes are 
continually feaſted, the Soul will grow lean, as being utterly 
ere all ſpiritual Good, without ſo much as the Reliſh * 
dc into, nog ww „ | 
In a Word, Whilſt there is ſo much of Paradiſe (in ſuch I 
Mens Opinion) to be enjoy'd upon Earth, the Hope or Deſire 
of Heaven will find but little Place. And fure This muſt be ; 
tax d for rhe greateſt Improvidence that can be, to proſecute 
a preſent fooliſh Pleaſure, with the Neglect, nay the For- 
feiture of a future, more important, and more durable Intereſt. 
As will ſtill be more apparent, if, | 
Thirdly, We look upon the Man that doats on this World, 
when he is once ſummon'd to leave it. For then the anxious 
PDleaſure (if it may be call'd by that Name) of Getting Wealth, 
asd and the frothy Pleaſure of Spending it in Vanities, will Both 7 _ 
cFeraſe. The penurious Mifer, when once he perceives Death ap- . 
\_ ._  Proaching, will caſt his languifhing Eyes about him, and foon . 
ſpy the long · expected Heir ready to ſeize upon his well-kept 
Treaſure ; which will give the Wretch a Pain as piercing as | 
but of Death it ſelf. Then he will ſee Reaſon to call "_ 


p 
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| een, * 
Fool, for Defrauding his own Soul, and making himſelf the 
vileſt of Slaves, for One that perhaps returns him but little 


Thanks, becauſe he at laſt unwillingly parts with what he can 


keep no longen And perhaps his hard Heart may begin a 
little to relent too, and to wiſh that ſome of that hoarded 
which muſt now ſee the Light againſt bis Will, had been before 
beſtow'd in ſuch Acts of Piety and Mercy, as might have 
brought him in ſome Comfort in this the Day of his Neceſſity ; 
which he vainly hopes (when tis now too late) to redeem 
a Tax upon his Heir, and ſome charitable Bequeſts upon 
Death-Bed. | 22 

And as for the Jolly Epicure, the Aſpect of Death muſt needs 
be a very unwelcome Surprize to him, whoſe whole Study it 
bad been to refine upon the Pleaſures of Life, without tlie 
melancholy Thought of Dying. And therefore when he finds 
he muſt die, he will be apt to cry out in the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, [ Ecclef. 41. 1.] O Death, how bitter « the remembrance 
of thee to the Man that liveth at Reſt in bus Poſſeſſioni t hat bath 
not hing to vex him, and that hath Proſperity in al Things ! 
Eſpecia and Vigour of his 
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Meditation and religious Retirement. Death cannot but con- 
vince him of the deplorable Folly of Neglecting theſe Things 
in their proper Seaſon: Which muſt make not only the Re- 
flection graring to him at the preſent, but the Proſpect till 
more uncomfortable for the future. Which we ſhall ſee, if, 
Fourtbly, We take our laſt View of the Worldling, when 
he comes to appear before GO D's Tribunal, and render an 
Account of what he has receiv*d. For then the Miſer that fo 
carefully bid what was committed, to his Truſt in a Napkin, 
and the Prodigal that ſo heedleſly ſquander'd it away in Pur- 
ſuit of Vanities, will Both ſtand trembling with Guilt, and un- I. 
der dreadtul Apprehenſions of the Woe ſo juſtly denounc'd a- 
gainſt All ſuch'by the Apoſtle St. Fames : [ James F. 1,2,3,4, MV 
5, 6.) Go to now, ye Rich Men, weep and bowl for your Miſe- v 
ries that ſhall come upon you, Your Ric bes are corrupted,and your Wt} 
Garments Moth-eaten : Your Gold aud Silver xs canker'd, and C 
the Ruft of them ſhall be a 22 you, and ſhall eat jour 
Fleſh as it were Fire: Ye bave beaped Treaſure together for Hus 
the laft Days. Behold, the Hire of the Labourers which have 
reaped down your Fields, which s of you kept back by fraud, v 
criet h; and the Cries of them which have reaped are enter d in- fi- 
to the Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. Ye have lived in Pleaſure D 
on the Earth, and been wanton; ye have nouriſhed your Hearts F 
4 in a Day of Slaughter: Ye bave condemned and killed the v. 
Juſt, and he doth not reſsft you. 
| Conſcious therefore of having receiv'd their Good Things lil 
in their Life-time, and ſo much abus d them, they muſt expect de 
then to receive Evil Things; They can expect no other but | 
j to hear to their Eternal Confuſion, the laſt peremptory Sen- 
|  _tetice, even of the Judge that would have ſhewn em Mercy, 
} if there had been room ſor it: [ Matth. 25 41, &c.] Depart 
F from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil e 
| and bis Angels, For ] was an bungred, and ye gave me no | 
| Meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink; I was a 
| Stranger, and ye took ma not in; naked, and ye cloathed me 
| mot; Sick and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not. | 
E And all Pleas will then be in vain : For if they ſhould pre- 
| ' pepd to anſwer, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungrea, or 


_ > MM 


x © © a=. = 


91% =o V5 


ET: au hou a A OA 


 4i_ + MAAS. 


—O 
— 


0” 6 Q 


+ Xa 


I . 5 
4 thirſt, or a Stranger, or Naked, or Sick and in Priſon, and 
did not Miniſter unto thee? He ſhall anſwer them again, and fi- 
lence them for ever, Verilj I [ay unto you, Inaſmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the leaFt of theſe my Brethren, ye did it not unto me. 
And now in the laſt Reſult of things, we cannot but be ſenſible 
of rhe wretched Improvidence, and the remedileſs Folly of all 
that lay up Treaſure for themſelves, and are not Rich towards 
GOD; becauſe we ſee what their nal Doom is like to be. 

I come now to make good my Secend Obſervation, wiz. 


II. That on the contrary, the beſt Enjoymenr, and wiſeſt 


Improvement of our Worldly Wealth, is to be rich towards 
GOD, or as St. Paul expreſſes it, to be rich in good Works : 
Which is the certain Way to recommend our ſelves to the Di- 
vine Benediction and Favour ; which is ever attending upon 
the Man that 1s fo piouſly, ſo charitably diſpos'd, under every 
Circumſtance that we can conſider him. | 

To follow therefore the Track in which we are already, let 
us conſider him, "SI 


Fir}, As employing himſelf in bis lawful Vocation, to pro- 


vide for himſelf and Family, or to get an Eſtate; and we ſhall 


I find that he always looks up to G O D in the. Firſt place, as the 


Diſpenſer of all good Things, and the Diſpoſer of all Mens 
Fortunes : And therefore he preſumes not to be his own Car- 
ver, of to ſeek to better his Condition in any Method that God 
approves not. He knows himſelf ro be much ſafer and more 
likely to proſper in a firm Dependance upon his good Provi- 
dence, not excluding his own moderate Care,and honeſt Indu- 
ſtry, and frugal Management; which are all of 'em, in natu- 
ral Tendency of Things, very Thriving Vertues. And be- 


Iſddes, as the propereſt Expreſſion of his Truſt in God, he never 


fails to put up his humble Prayer, that God would bleſs his En- 


deavour in ſuch manner as may be moſt expedient for him. 
And to ſhew that he entertains no Doubt of the Goodneſs of 


Providence, he omits not to [ Luke 1 1. 41.) Give Alms of ſuch 
Things as be bath; if he has but little, he does his diligence 
gladly to give of that lutle, reſting fully aſſur'd that LI Tim. 
6. 6. ] Godlineſs with Contentment # great Gain; and that if 
LHebr. 1 3 5. hn Converſation be without Cove teuſneſi, and be 

remain 


5 


(10) | 
remain content with ſuch Things as be has, God will not leave 


him nor ſorſake him; that [Prov. 18. 27.] he that giveth to 


the Poor ſhall not Lack; that [Prov. 19. 17.] he that bath Pity 
on the Poor lendeth to the Lord, and that which be bath given 
ſhall be paid him again, It muſt be granted therefore, that 
fuch a Man has the trueſt Enjoyment of what he poſſeſſes, and 
is in the faireſt way to improve it; whether we conſider the 
Eaſineſs of his Mind and the Clearneſs of his Conſcience, or the 
Security of his Dependance, and the'Intereſt that he has in God's 
gracious Promiſes, which is a Treaſury that will never fail 
him. In the mean time, Better # a little with the Fear of the 
Lord, than preat Treaſure and Trouble therewith; which is 
always the plenteous portion of the Ungodly Worldling. Of 
all which we (hall till be farther ſatisfy'd, if, 

Secondly, We examine the pious and merciful Man, how he 
behaves bimſelf in the Uſe of that Wealth with which GOD 
hath proſper'd him: For That will ever be with all Sobriety, 
and Moderation, and Humility,and Thankfulneſs, He eſteems 
his Riches to be the bountiful Gifts of Heaven, and therefore 
he makes a Religious Scruple of rendring them uſeleſs to Him- 
ſelf or Others; and much more of Abufing them to the Dif: 
honour of GOD, and the Defiling of his own Soul. No! He 
knows they were deſign'd for Inſtruments of Good, and he 
thinks himſelf ſtrictly bound to apply them to their proper 
Uſe : He ſtudies and delights ro do Good with them, and he 
finds his Pleaſure in his Duty: And whatſoever of that kind 
Eccleſ. 9. 10.] bi Hand findet h to do, be doth it with all by 
migbt, and without delay, left he ſhould be cramp'd in his 


Abilities, or miſs of the Opportunity afterward.' His Bene- 


volence is univerſal, and glad would he be if his Liberality | 
could be ſo too: but he extends it as far as it will go, and ſeeks | 


out the moſt fit and deſerving Objects to place it upon; and | 
contrives, if it may be, to make it doubly beneficial, condu- Wt; 
cing to the Edification as well as Comfort of thoſe that taſte 


it, and ſalutary both to their Souls and Bodies. And this is a 
Tribute that he is conſtantly paying, out of Gratitude to his 
kind Preſerver and Bene factor, and in Expectation of his fu- 
ꝛure Bleſſings, He knows indeed that [Li Chro. 29. 14. - 
comel 


(11) . 
meth of bu Hand, and that be giveth him of bi own: But 
yer he humbly hopes that GOD is pleas'd with ſuch Obla- 
ions, becauſe They arc of his own Appointment, and the 
deſt that we are capable of making; and becauſe he has de- 
lared his Acceptance of them by the encouraging Promiſes 
annexed to them: Such as are thoſe; ['2 Cor. 9. 6. He that 
oweth bountifully ſhall reap bountifully. | Prov. 11. 18. ] He 
bat ſoweth Rip hteouſneſs ſhall have @ ſure Reward. | Prov. 3. 
9.] Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance ;, ſo ſhall thy Barns be 
led with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with new Mine; 
and the like. | 
Since therefore ſuch a Man as this has the pleaſure of doing 
dod, which is the moſt agreeable of all Pleaſures; ſince he 
has the Complacency of diſcharging his Duty faithtully, and 
acting a grateful Part towards his God, which is the ſereneſt 
of all Comforts; ſince he has ſuch ample Aſſurance of a Re- 
ompence proportionable to the Greatneſs of his Charity, and 
of the Encreaſe of Bleſſings upon his Head, it muſt be own'd 
that the beſt Enjoyment, the wiſeſt Improvement of our World- 
ly Wealth, conſiſts in being thus Rich towards G O D. And, 
Thirdly, So it will be found to do more eſpecially, if we 
look into the ſtate of the Pious and Charitable Soul when he 
comes to die, For as he was not over-fond of Life, nor any 
of its Enjoyments, ſo he will not be exceedingly ter. 3cd at 
he the Appearance of Death : As he was not much enamour'd of 
nd any Earthly Good, fo neither will he be extreamly concern'd 
by to part with them All. He will rather ſee Reaſon to rejoyce, 
his whilſt he is dif] patching the laſt great Work of Self-examina- 
ne. Ftion, to find himſelf free from all Gripings and Pangs of Con- 
iy ¶ ſcience about any unlawful Gains; and from all Doubts and 
eke Perplexities concerning a ſufficient Reſtitution : Nay, he will 
nd Wpercerye a ſecret Applauſe from within, and a ſweet Conſola- 
Ju- tien attending it, when upon ſerious Recollection he finds, 


ſte that it has been his habitual Practice to do Good, and Commt- 
5 2 Wyicate; that he has been inceflamly employ'd in this Labour 
* of Love; that he has liv'd to ſee the happy Fruits of it in ſome 


meaſurs himſelf; and that he ſball leave many living Monu- 
ments behind him (and perhaps ſome more dyrable than the 
, 


Life 


\ 
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Life of Man) of his large and extenſive Charity. And 


whilſt he is entertaining himſelf with thoſe comfortable Refle- 


Ctions, he may look chearfully beyond the Grave, and ſafe- 


ly reckon that he hath made fo good 4 Friend even of this 
falſe Mammon, as by means thereof to procure a Reception into 
everlaſting Habitations. Like the Merchant that Sojourns and 
Trafficks in Foreign parts, but takes care by degrees to ſend his 
Effects into his own Country, where he intends at laſt to take 
up his ſettled Reſidence. And this ſure muſt allow'd to be 
the trueſt enjoyment of Wealth, that affords Comfort when all 
other Earthly Comforts fail; This the wiſeſt improvement of 
it, that ſecures an Intereſt in Heaven, Which will be made 

ood to the Righteous Soul experimentally, when, 00 

Fourtbly and Laftly, He comes to appear before God at 


the laſt great Audit, to give up bis Accounts. For thither 
will the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and the Acclama- 


tions and Prayers of the poor and needy, the Fatherleſs and 
the Widow, accompany him, to be his Vouchers, that he 
was all along that wiſe and faithful Servant, who took care 
to give to every one of the Houſhold their Portion of Meat 


in due Seaſon, and in full Meaſure ; and his Lord alſo will | 
vouchſafè to bear him witneſs, that he himſelt at his coming 


found him ſo doing: And thereupon he will make him Ruler 
of all LF Goods, and partaker of his Joy. ee e 
Anchthe ſame ſhall be the happy Lot of all thoſe that go 
and do likewiſe: They ſhall all in their turns receive the wel- 
come Euge, and hear the Voice of Chriſt with inconceivable 
Tranfport, ſaying. Mat. 25. 34, Oc. Come ye Bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inberit the Kingdom prepared for jou from the Foundation 


a - an DA — —— - 


A. ons wg. On ew, a... i 6 wo 


but A 


cf the World. For I was'an hungred, and ye gave me Meat; J V. 


was thirſty and ye gave me Drink; I was a Stranger and ye took 


me in; Naked, and ye cloathed me; Sick and im Priſon, and 
ye came unto me. And tho* theſe Righteous Souls, in an 
humble Senſe of their own Defects, and the little Value of 
their Services, ſhould ſay, Lord, when did we all this unto 
thee? This ſhall not deprive them of the Reward of a well 
intended Charity: For the King ſhall anſwer them with mar- 
vellous Condeſeenſion, ſaying, Verily ] ſay unto you, inaſmuch 

; as 


8 ; "5 FT | | 
nd . you have done it to the leaf $ theſe my Bret hren, ye 6 
fle- ne: He will graciouſly impure, accept, and reward it, as done to Himſelf, 
Which is ſuch an exuberancy of Mercy, that it were enough, one would think, 
to convince even an Earthly Mind of the Excellency of Charity; aud of the 


his noble Improvement that he might make of his Wealth by Depoſing it with 


nto i God, and Exchanging it for the never fading Joys and Glories of Heaven. 
ind And thus | have endeavour'd briefly to make out what 1 at firſt propos'd; 
his more briefly indeed than ſuch a copious Subject ought to have been handled; 
But as I was loath to make this Solemnity too tedious, ſo I am reſolv'd not 
ke to miſ ſpend your Time, nor abuſe your Patience, by diverting to any thing 
be that is perfectly foreign and unſuitable to the Occaſion. 
all For what remains therefore, I mult take the Liberty (in the Af 
of Name) to charge and molt earneſtly exhort you that are rich in this World, 
de that you be not high minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, (which is all but 
folly and improvidenee) but in the living God, who giveth you all things rieb. 
ly to enjoy, And, as the ſureſt Token of your firm Truſt in Goa, and the beſt 
at Method of improving what you have, that you do good; that you be rich in 
her good Works; ready to diſtribute; willing to communicate; laying up in Store 
da-, jour ſelves a good Foundation or Security againft the Time to come; a 
d Bank in Heaven, not of Merir, but-of Mercy, which will yield youa hun- 
por dredfold for all that you beſtow in Charity. 
he And this Fund is always open; and you bave the opportunity of making 
are ¶ vaſt Improvements now before you, as you will ſoon be convinc'd, if you 
cat pleaſe to lend your Attention once more, whilſt J read a true Report, &c. + 
vill Lou perceive (Right Honourable and Warſhipfal) that the Fund of Cha- 
rity is ſtill open, and God's Receivers are ready to take your pious Contri- 
ug butions ; and you have variety of Objects preſenting themſelves, all extream- 
ler Iy well worthy of your Chriſtian Conſideration and Compaſſion, 
= In the Firſt Place, The Innocence of Childhood and Youth, as yet un- 
corrupred, pleads hard to be remov d in time from the Contagion of ill Ex- 
ample; and to be receiv'd into your Schools, and Inftructed and Educated 
there, and train d up to Induſtry and Virtue; that fo, in their Degree, they 
may become profitable to the Common- wealth, and capable, in ſome mea- 
ſure, of recompenſing this your weil-plac'd Charity, either by their Faith- 
fulneſs and Diligence in the quality of menial Servants to you at Home, or 
by their more Publick and Uſeful Services at Sea; and perhaps at laſt by 
grateful Benefattions to the Place of their Education. 
Next, Decrepit Age bending under the weight of its own Infirmities, or 
worn out by hard Labour, and no longer able to ſuſtain ic ſelf, craves ſome 
Support, ſome Comtort at your Hands, only whilſt it is creeping leiſurely 
to the Grave, to find a Reſting place there. | 
Then, The Sorrow and Anguiſh which attends Chronical Diſeaſes, and 
the Pains and Aches of the Maim'd and Wounded, implore your Charitable 
elp; that theſe Evils, grievous enough in themſelves, may not thro' Ne- 
gle& become incurable, nor thro Poverty inſupportable. 
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mewi', St. Thomas's, Rridewell and Beehlon 1 As all of the newly EPreQed 
Corporation fr Work- houſes in the City and L berties of LONDON, ©: 

Moſt eſpecially, Thoſe Maims and Wounds, and other Diſaſters, which 
are uſually brought from the Wars, as the Marks of the poor Sufferer's 
Valour, and the Pledges of your own Safety, do juſtly challenge your 
tendereſt Care and Concern, They challenge it, I ſay, of ſtricteſt Right: 
For it would be not only uncharitable, but heinouſly unjuſt and ungrate- 
ful, and even barbarous roo, to negle& and deſert rhem in their greateſt 
Need, who have ſo gallantly defended you with the utmoſt Peril of their 
Lives, and the actual Loſs of Health or Limbs ; That Health, and thoſe 


— 


Limbs, which they have freely and even prodigally parted with, as the 
Ranſome of thoſe Eſtates, which you the mean while, under their Saave- 


guarde, have been ſecurely Raiſing and Encreaſing. ' 


| And, among{ all the reſt, you cannot forget thoſe moſt unha ppy Wretch- 


es who are depriv'd of the Uſe of their Reaſon, thro' the Fumes of blackeſt 
Melancholy, or the Heat of raging Madneſs. Their deplorable Calami- 
ties cry aload for your Commiſeration, and the Phyſician's niceſt Skill and 
viſeſt Conduct; as being ſo incapable of governing themſelves, ſo unma- 
nageable by their Friends, ſo unſit to be convers d with, ſo uncomſortable 
to be ſeen indeed by the reſt of Mankind, | 

Laſthy. Audacious Leudneſs that haunrs your Streets by Night, and ſtur- 
dy Idleneſs that burdens them by Day, do Both beſpeak and provoke that 
ſort of Charity from you which is proper in their Caſe, viz. due Corre- 
Qion,and a Confinement to conſtant Labour; which is the readieſt way you 
have to eaſe your ſelves of theſe Publick Nuſaxces. 

You have here, Beloved, in this Catalogue various Methods and Oppor- 
tunities of doing Good preſented to your Choice ; ſuch as require a very 
large Stock and liberal Supplies; and are enough to meet with the good 
Inclinations of every well diſpoſed Perſon, Ba. 

And as Wiſe-men love to lay out their Mony to the beſt Advantage; and 
Good-men would be glad of all things, to ſee and be certain of the Suc- 
ceſs of what they bettow in Charity; ſo you have all poſſible Aſſurance, 
that what you give to any of the Charitable Foundations before referr'd 
to, is put into Honourable Hands, and carefully and wiſely apply'd : And 
the Contributers may have the Satisfaction to ſee, and be ſenſible of the 
happy Fruits of their Charity, and to be themſelves immediate Sharer! 
in them. i | 

Thus when you contribute towards the + Education of poor Children, 
who woald otherwiſe be turn'd looſe into a wicked World, without ſo much 
as the Seeds of Vertue, or any Seaſoning of good Manners, you do, in Ef- 
fe, contribute to their Well-being, both here and hereafter; you pro- 
mote the Honour of GO D, and the Intereſt of Religion; you ſer the 
trueſt Step towards an orderly Reformation : And at the ſame time, like wiſe 
Geconomiſts, you breed up towardly Servants to your own Hands, and ſuch 
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a3 are likely to prove uſeful in their Generation; the Benefit of which re- 


dounds to the whole Community, and to your ſelves in particular, who | 


are ſuch conſiderable Members of it. | | 

In like manner, when you contribute towards the Relief and Support of 
r Perſons that are difabled by Sickneſs, Age, or Accident, or ſuch as are 
preſs d with Families, too numerous to be maintainꝰd with all their pain 
Labour, you do moſt effectually encourage Honeſty and Induſtry; which 
is alſo advantagious both to your ſelves and to the Publick. 

Thus again, when you contribute towards the Cure or Maintenance of 
poor Soldiers and Seamen, who return from fighting you Battels, ſick, mai- 
med, or wounded, you invite and animate Others to enter chearfully into 
the Service of their Conatry ; and thereby you eſtabliſh your own Security, 

And ſo alſo, when you contribute towards the Recovery of ſuch as are 
} diſtemper'd in Mind as well as Body, you do what lies in you to preſerve 
and reſtore thoſe, who would perfectly be loſt to themſelves, and to rhe 
World L nay, who would otherwiſe certainly annoy others, if aot deſtroy 
Themſelves. 


In fine, when you contribute to thoſe moſt neceſſary * Hoſpitals, that 


are appointed to entertain Idle Vagrants and diſorderly Livers, to bow 
their Backs to Diſcipline and Labour, and to keep them confin d for that 
purpoſe, you remove a great deal of Filth and Scandal from your Doors; 
you ſecure your ſelves in ſome meaſure from Thieves; and your Sons and 
Servants from that which is the too common Bane of Youth, the Entice- 
ment of ſhameleſs Proſtitutes; you employ thoſe hands honeſtly and uſe- 
fully, which, if left to themſelves, would by one means or other find che 
way into your Pockets: In a Word, you ſave even theſe Profligates many 
times from infamous Deaths ; ſometimes poſſibly (by GO D's extraordi- 
nary Grace) from eternal DeſtruQion, | 

And thus you have ſeen, upon a Review of all theſe Particulars, that 
what is appropriated to ſuch Charitable Uſes, is Mony well beſtow'd, and 
well improv'd ; and that the very Duty of Charity is of it {elf condycive 
to your Temporal Intereſt. 

But theſe you muſt look upon ( fo far as they regard only Temporals } 
to be but prudential Conſiderations, and the lower fort of Motives, You 
have higher ProſpeQs before yon; the true Advantages of Charity are of a 
nobler kind: for it entitles you to all the choiceſt Bleſſings and Comforts 
— do either ſweetan the Cares of thif Lite, or crown the Happineſs of 
t Next. | Che fn 

O let not theſe precious Advantages flip out of your Hands: [Gal. 6. 
9.] for in dye Seaſon ye ſha] reap, if ye faint not. It will be thought no 
Upbraiding ſure to tell you, that there are Abundance of Riches in this 
great City; and that within theſe laſt 16 Years, even under the Burden of 
publick Taxes, beſides other Obſtructions, you have made a prodigious In- 

reaſe, many of you, in your own private Fortunes, And yet you will 
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liſten to me, I hope, if I take upon 2 to ſay, that they are ill capable 
of greater and better Improvements: and the Way is plainly chalk d out 
to you in the foregoing Diſcourſe, It is what I promiſe my ſelf you will ea- 
fily be perſuaded to, to truſt a good part of your ſuperfluous Treaſure there, 
where you are ſure to have the largelt Intereſt, as well as the moſt un- 
doubted Security, Be rich towards GO D: Dedicate what you can well 
ſpare to Piety and Charity; ſo ſhall you beſt enſure the Poſſeſſion; and fan- 
ctify the Enjoyment of all the reſt to your ſelves: So may you humbly 
hope that the Providence of God will conſtantly watch over you for good; 
and carry out your Ships with Safety, and bring them home again laden 
with Plenty. But whatever meaſure of Proſperity God ſhall ſee fit to bleſs 
you with, you will be ſure to taſte his Goodneſs therewith, and find the 
ſweeteſt Reliſh in ir; You will have the continval Feaſt of a good Con- 
ſcience, to add Chearfulneſs to This and all other your Feſtivals : You 
will feel a meſt ſenſible Pleaſure in doing Good, for which God has given 
you ſuch ſufficient Abilities, and ſo many Opportunities; in anſwering 
the Ends of your Creation, and purſuing the deſigns of his Providence; 
in being grateful to your beſt Bene factor, and faithful in the diſcharge 
of your Stewardſhips, and to Him that is the Lord and Proprietor of the 
Univerſe. i ä 
You will reap much inward Conſolation in ci Cor, 7. 31. fo uſing thu 
Morld xs not abuſing it, nor abuſing your ſelves for the ſake of it; which 
wil! prepare you to part with it too, as thoſe that were never wedded 
to it, but always preparing for another, You will have the Satisfaction o 
leaving Eſtates honeſtly got and well employ'd, with an Entail of Bleſhngs 
upon your Poſterity: And the equal Satisfaction of leaving a fragrant Me- 
mory and fruitful Example behind you too, which will caſt a Light ſo ve- 
ry bright and ſhining before Men, that it will diſcover to them all the 
Beauties of Charity, and provoke them C Hebr. 10. 241 re Love and 19 
good Works; and excite them to glorify G0 D after ſo worthy and es- 


cellent a Pattern. ©. 
To conclude all : When theſe Earthly Tabernacles ſhall fail and moul- 


der into Duſt, then, then moſt eſpecially ſhall your Hearts be fill'd and 
rais d with the joyful ExpeQation of being reſtor'd to Life and Immor: 
tality, and tranflated into thoſe bliſsful Manſions, where Faith ſhall by 
turn d into Vifion, and hope ſwallowed up in Fruition ; hut Charity ſhak 
ſtill abide, exerciſed, exalted, and infinitely tranſported with Seeing, Er 
joying, Admiring, Adering and Loving that GO D, U 1 Joh, 4.8.) whi 
i Lowe, for ever and erer. Amen, FEY = 
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